
 From the Principal’s Desk 

Calendar of Events 

 6 Peacemaker House 
  Parties 
 8 Spirit Day 
      13 Elementary  
  Conference Day 
      18 School Closed- 
  MLK Birthday 
  observed 
      20 Full Academy Day  
      26 School  
  Improvement 
  Team 5:15 PM 
      26 PTA Meeting  
  6:00-7:00 PM 
      27 Coffee with the 
  Counselor 
  3:00-3:45 PM 
      27 3-Hour Early 
  Dismissal 
      29 2nd Marking Period 
  End 
       

 
1 Black History 
 Month 
3 Reading Incentive  
 Kick-Off 

   5 Spirit Day 
 10 Peacemaker 
  House Parties 
 11 Distribution of 
  Report Cards 
 15 School Closed - 
  President’s Day 
  observed 
 17 Full Academic Day 
 18 STEAM Night/
  Coffee House 
  6:00-7:30 PM 
 26      Jump Rope for 

 Heart 

            January 2021 

 Rodgers Forge Chronicles 
RFES empowers all students to be lifelong learners who are committed to academic     

excellence and global citizenships. 

Dear Rodgers Forge Families,  

 

Happy New Year!  I hope that 2021 brings our Rodgers Forge families good health, happiness, and 

hope! We have all endured a lot during 2020 but have persevered and showed tremendous strength 

and unity.  None better displayed then the lights throughout the Rodgers Forge community during 

the holidays.  “Love Lives Here” are treasured words that will continue to resonant with each of us 

as we navigate the challenges endured and those that may lie ahead.  Love will get us through.  The 

love of a neighbor, family member, teacher, school and community.  The lights that illuminated the 

Rodgers Forge streets, connecting houses block after block, brought such joy to all within the 

neighborhood and those that traveled from outside of the community seeking the spirit of the 

season and hope for a better tomorrow. The link below is a short documentary filmed by BCPS and 

narrated by Nova Medina, former RFES student and current 6th grader at DMS. Enjoy!  

https://vimeo.com/493760126  

 

I want to thank you for completing the survey sent out by BCPS prior to the winter break regarding 

the return to school and, like you, await the results and next steps.  Moving into 2021, there are 

many questions unanswered about schools reopening at the end of January.  The following 

information is on the BCPS website:   

Second marking period interim grades are available for parents to check in Schoology using your child's BCPS 

credentials.  

Elementary Conference Day has been rescheduled for Wednesday, January 13, 2021. This will be an 

asynchronous, or independent learning day for students. If a teacher has already held a conference with a student's 

family, it is not necessary to hold a second conference on this date.  

We are continuing to work through the process to provide report cards for the end of the second marking period and 

first semester. Additional details and professional learning will be forthcoming following winter break. 

 

I encourage you to check the BCPS website for updates. In addition, I will share information 

impacting our families and students as it becomes available.  Mrs. Rowland and I are available on-line 

every Friday morning at 9:15 am on a Google Meet, Code: rfesparents. We hope you can join us! 

Please note that the main office will remain closed until Wifi is restored in the building.  However, 

you can contact school staff by email or call the school directly.  Your call will be forwarded to an 

office staff member to answer from a remote location.  

  

We continue to be so pleased that we have been able to continue our Peacemaker Houses Program 

during remote learning. Students will meet in their color houses on January 6th to discuss the 

January virtue of the month “diligence”.  

 

#RFESStrong!  

 
 

 

Missy Fanshaw 

Principal 
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 2021 is FINALLY here!! Wishing you a very Happy New Year! 

 

I hope that you and your families enjoyed the holiday break and were able to rest and have fun 

together. I am excited to put 2020 behind us and remain hopeful for a healthier 2021 for all! 

While we have been focused on the COVID-19 vaccine, don’t forget about getting your flu shot! 

Still very important to keep your family protected from the flu virus. I have included some 

information regarding the COVID-19 vaccine that you may find helpful. While we don’t have 

enough for the general public yet...it is coming! Stay informed, so you can make the best 

decision for your family. 

 

I have been lucky enough to fill in for some teachers and have LOVED seeing your children in 

the meetings. I miss them so much and their voices and smiles brighten my days! Please say hi 

to them for me! Wishing you all a very Happy New Year! May 2021 bring us back together 

again! 

 

#rfesstrong 

~Mrs. House 
 

 
mRNA vaccines do not contain a live virus and do not carry a risk of causing disease in the vaccinated 
person. mRNA from the vaccine never enters the nucleus of the cell and does not affect or interact with 
a person’s DNA. Like all vaccines, COVID-19 mRNA vaccines have been rigorously tested for safety before 
being authorized for use in the United States. 
Check out the CDC website for more information! https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-
ncov/vaccines/8-things.html 
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 The Reading (and Writing) Corner 
 

 

Dear RFES Families,     

It is with great excitement that I announce ANOTHER successful writing 

opportunity for our students.  Thank you to all of our talented writers who 

participated in the Young Author’s contest sponsored by the State of Maryland 

Literacy Association.   I am so thankful for the incredible entries that we received 

and the enthusiasm and creativity that our students put into their poems and short 

stories.   

Congratulations to our RFES Winners! 

1st Grade: Stacy Zhu  

2nd Grade: Ezra Lydecker  

3rd Grade: Atyaani Bhattacharya  

4th Grade: Emmett Graham 

5th Grade: Brooks Longanecker  

 

These young authors are our school-based winners 

and will continue to the next level which consists of 

students in other Baltimore County elementary schools.  

We wish these students good luck as they advance to the 

next round!   

 

Happy Writing!  ~ Word Woman (Ms. Day) 

The Reading (and Writing) Corner 
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Expectations for Virtual Meetings with Your School Counselor 
As we move into the new year, it is a good time to remind you of some best practices and expectations when 

meeting with the school counselor in a virtual setting (counseling via e-mail, phone, google meet etc.) 

Counseling is most effective when it includes non-verbal communication such as facial expressions and body 

language.  Virtual counseling often does not allow for this.  Additionally, there can be limitations to a 

counselor’s ability to ensure confidentiality during virtual counseling sessions.  Likewise, taking action to 

address certain concerns may be limited in this time when we are all in our homes. 

Just as you should expect that the school counselor will always, despite the limits of virtual counseling, do 

their best to uphold confidentiality and ethics, will not record the session, and uphold a duty to warn, there 

are certain expectations of the students in virtual sessions.   

Student Expectations Include: 

- “Meeting” with your counselor in a private setting which allows for minimal interruptions.  Use of 

headphones is encouraged. 

- Try to be seated and still to avoid distractions.   

- Dress and conduct yourself in a school appropriate manner. 

- Avoid having siblings, friends, or other family members within earshot.  If someone else is listening to the call 

or meet, please disclose this to the counselor.   

- This is new for all of us. Ask questions and be open if you feel uncomfortable so we can try to address it. 

- Do not record sessions. Do not share code/link or add others into a one-to-one session. 

** Although virtual counseling makes it easier for parents to “listen in,” it is important to remember that in 

the school building the counseling office is a safe place where feelings can be shared in a private manner, so 

it is important to provide a similar environment at home for your child when meeting with the counselor.   

      

Virtue for January 

Our virtue of the month for January will be diligence.  Diligence is “working hard and doing your absolute best.  

You take special care by doing things step by step.  Diligence helps you to get things done with excellence and 

enthusiasm.” As we move into a brand-new year it will be important to stress with our students a re-

commitment to virtual learning and the importance of working hard and doing our best even though school 

looks and feels differently this year.   
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 Theme for January Lessons  
 There are two sets of lessons for January due.  As you were informed via e-mail communication our 

December personal safety lessons are now being taught live in January due to an interruption in 

communication during the ransomware attack.  The lessons that were supposed to be taught in January have 

been posted in Schoology for students to view during asynchronous work time.  These lessons relate to 

character development.  I have once again attached the letter explaining the personal safety lessons for you to 

read.  Please make sure you read over this letter prior to my teaching the content in January. 

 

BALTIMORE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 Darryl L. Williams, Ed.D. ⬧ Superintendent ⬧ 6901 North Charles Street ⬧ Towson, MD ⬧ 21204 

 Dear Parents and Guardians,  

As part of our School Counseling Program, your child’s class will be participating in a counseling core 

curriculum lesson during the month of JANUARY on personal safety and decision-making. The lessons are 

based on Baltimore County Public Schools’ Personal Safety Program K-5: Making Healthy Decisions 

curriculum. This program includes age-appropriate information on body safety and neglect and abuse 

prevention strategies and highlights the importance of telling a trusted adult about uncomfortable situations. Our 

goal is to help children be better able to handle the issues of personal safety should they arise.  

Keeping your child safe is a priority to all of us at Rodgers Forge Elementary. It is our hope that these lessons 

will help to reinforce the information and strategies that you have already given your children, and that your 

family can discuss together the important information presented in these lessons. Please feel free to contact me 

with any questions about the program. I can be reached via email at lludwig2@bcps.org.  

Sincerely,  

 

 Lisa Ludwig, NCC 

School Counselor 

 
     

  Coffee with the Counselor Parent Workshop 

Our next Coffee with the Counselor will be on January 27, 2021 from 3:00-3:45 p.m.  Our Google Meet Code 

will be rfescounselor.  More information will be forthcoming.     
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NEW RFES Parent School Counseling Schoology Group 

In an effort to have one place where parents can access resources from the school counselor and/or school 

counseling office, I have created a new group in Schoology named RFES Parent/Guardian School Counseling 

group.  In order to access this group, you must log into Schoology using your PARENT ACCOUNT Credentials 

not your child’s account credentials, and you need to follow the following steps: 

From the Schoology App (phones or tablets):  

• From the Top Left Corner access the menu (Be sure that your name – the parent name- appears at the 
top, not your child’s name).  

• Select Groups 

• Select (+) at top right corner 

• Enter the following code H4T3-3XGT-66B2W  

• Refresh and the group will now appear in the Groups List.  
  
From the Computer (bcps.schoology.com):  

• Check to make sure your name – the parent name – is the name that is visible. 

• Select Groups from top menu bar. Any groups that you are currently a member of will appear, or it will 
be blank if you are not a member of any groups 

• On this screen there is an option for “My Groups” on the right-hand side, below the parent name. 
Select My Groups.  

• Select “Join Group” from under the Manage Groups list. Enter access code H4T3-3XGT-66B2W and you 
are all set. 

  
If you log in as your child, your child will become a member and have access to this group, and this group was 

created to provide resources for parents/guardians only.   
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We have been on a move in P.E. (Physical Education) even virtually, I am very 

thankful for the students’ participation during our class time. I continue to 

ask for parent support to encourage your child (ren) to move and get active 

when in P.E. class. I do enjoy “seeing” the students during class, especially 

those smiles, but if turning off the camera will increase your child’s 

participation that is more beneficial to his or her health. I know it is different 

from if we were in the gym, but the movement is extremely important during 

virtual learning for physical and mental health.  

  

Kids Heart Challenge, formerly known has Jump Rope for Heart, will happen 

this year virtually or in person depending on BCPS plans after January 29, 

2021. SAVE THE DATE for our event February 26, 2021 during special area 

classes!!! See the flyer on the following page and more information to follow 

the week of January 25th, 2021.  

R.F.E.S students will also have the opportunity to work with another student 

intern from Towson University starting the beginning of the 3rd quarter. Mr. 

Jason Epps interned with the students and I January 2020 through March 

2020. It will be exciting to have another eager PE teacher to work with us. 

 

DON’T FORGET!!! Please continue to submit the Coke Rewards Points from 

product like Dasani Water, POWERADE and other Coke products at 

https://us.coca-cola.com/give/schools/ . These points will allow our Physical 

Education Department to earn new equipment. Thanks for your support!  

  

Best,  

Mrs. Celenza 

bcelenza@bcps.org 
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January Library Update! 

 
Hello everyone, from the virtual RFES library! The “RFES Virtual Library” is a 

collection in my home classroom of over 130 books that I brought home from 

RFES back in August. You’ll be enjoying many of them in the coming weeks in 

my video bedtime stories on our RFES Youtube Channel, and in our Class Library 

Google Meets! 

 

January Lesson Focus 

            
In January, our library units are focusing on exciting things! We will take a look at 

Tall Tales in 3rd Grade, while 2nd Grade dives into Black-Eyed Susan Award 

nominees – books that are trying to become the number one picture book in the 

state of Maryland. 1st Graders are enjoying books that spotlight families all over 

the world, Kindergarteners are enjoying “Awesome Authors” and great learning 

activities that relate to an author’s craft. 5th Grade, meanwhile, will be looking at 

books that won various awards and learning about the power of tone and mood 

in illustrations! Last but not least, 4th Grade will explore genres of fiction!  
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RFES Youtube Bedtime Stories 

 
In case you’ve missed it, I have been reading a story from my virtual RFES library 

every night (and sometimes I take the show on the road around my house and 

community 😊 ) It’s a way to continue the story time tradition in the RFES library. 

And while it’s not the same not seeing your child’s smiling face on the story rug, it 

gives them an opportunity to hear a great story.  
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EBOOKS!!! READ ALL ABOUT IT! 

 
What are ebooks? They are books you can read and check out on your computer 

right from BCPSOne!!! They have features like an on-screen reader, electronic 

bookmarks, and even the ability to take notes. Thanks to the generosity of the 

Follett Corporation, we have been gifted $935 for an ebook online order! Here 

are 2 videos to help you get started with how to check out and enjoy the features 

of ebooks! 

Getting Ebooks - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KccKRCHI2x8 

Special Tools and Features to Use in Ebooks - 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oi0Ow4z8L_w 

More Special Ebook Tools –  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xVjeCh9g4ds 

Joining the RFES Virtual Library Google Meet Fun! – 

 

The Schoology portal is a great way for students to connect with me (and allow 

me to see your student’s smiling face and hear about their adventures). The 

Schoology Library Page for your student contains a link to information about our 

virtual class meeting, AND asynchronous work assignments for the week. Each 

week, students receive instruction in Library Media skills and objectives, and get 

an opportunity to participate both by using the chat function, and by use of the 

microphone. Each week, 

 STUDENTS IN GRADES 2-5 take part in a 50 minute Library Media lesson on 

Google Meet. THE CLASS CODE FOR THE MEET IS rfeslibrary The first 25-28 

minutes are synchronous – which means that instruction is live! The next 20 
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minutes are asynchronous. For this time, I remain on the Google Meet to answer 

questions about the assignment and help individual students. Students may leave 

the Google Meet to get their work done but are expected to return for the 

lesson’s closing summary for the last 5 minutes of class. To help keep the time, I 

put a countdown timer on the screen that beeps when it reaches 0 – That way, if 

your child just wants to take a stretch break when their work is completed, they 

can listen for the beep!  

 

STUDENTS IN GRADES K-1 take part in a 30 minute Library Media lesson on 

Google Meet. THE CLASS CODE FOR THE MEET IS rfeslibrary The entire lesson is 

synchronous – which means that instruction is live!!!  

How To Access The Library Lesson Folder                        

(2nd – 5th Grade ONLY) – 
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Confused as to how to get to all of these great resources? Here’s a quick primer 

on how to get there: 

1. Go to BCPS One – then after logging in, have your student click on the left 

choice – Schoology! 

 
2. Click on the folder for Library: 

 

 

 

3. You will see a welcome message with my email address, in case you need to 

contact me, plus 2 folders.  

 

The first is for communication. In it, you will find class times, and contact 

information – You can email me and I will be there to respond and answer any 

questions you may have.  
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The second folder contains all of the asynchronous materials for Library 

Media lessons for the week. These materials are utilized during 

asynchronous times and can be used to review in case a student misses a 

part of the lesson. Let’s take a look inside the folder below! 

 

There are 2 lesson folders – 1 for previous week lessons, in case your 

student wants to take a look back at what they’ve learned, and an orange 

one that contains the materials for this week’s lessons! 

 

“This Week” folder contains the 5 parts of the lesson 

- The “I Can” Statement contains the focus for the lesson. 

- The “Think About It” section has a discussion question to answer. 

- The “Learn About It” section reviews the lesson. 

- The “Try It” section contains a paper and pencil activity to practice the 

skill. 

- The “Show What You Know” section is the assessment for the lesson. 
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ASSIGNMENT OF THE WEEK –  

I often utilize the program Wixie to assess students weekly. Wixie 

is in the Instructional Tools section of BCPS One! 

 

 

 

Staying Connected 

I really miss seeing you all in person, but I look forward to staying connected with 

you from the Virtual RFES Library! If you have any questions, or are having any 

difficulties with accessing anything, please don’t hesitate to reach out to me by a 

message in Schoology or an email to pholden@bcps.org . I really hope that you 

are getting a chance to enjoy some adventures with your student, and I look 

forward to hearing all about them. My dog (and office co-worker) Oliver will as 

well! Take care and be well! 
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 Vocal Music Note    
 

 

 

Baltimore County Public Schools 
 

4th ANNUAL COMPOSITION PROJECT 

“THE WORLD AND YOU” 
 
 

The Baltimore County Public School BCPS Composition Project supports music educators as 

they incorporate the National Core Music Standards and the Maryland State Music Standards in 

their classrooms. As such, the Composition Project is designed to encourage and enhance the 

instructional experiences of BCPS students and music educators through providing professional 

critiques, enhanced recognition, and selected presentations for the ongoing creative work of 

students in BCPS. 
 
DESCRIPTION: Students in all BCPS schools are encouraged to submit a composition to 

the Office of Music and Dance Education that incorporates the theme THE WORLD AND 

YOU.  Works will be reviewed by a panel and outstanding compositions in Elementary, 

Middle, and High School will have various opportunities for their works to be recognized.  

Students are also encouraged to submit their compositions used for the BCPS Composition 

Project to the Maryland Music Educators Association Young Composers Project in the 

spring. 
 
ELIGIBILITY: Open to all BCPS students Pre-Kindergarten through grade 12 who are 

enrolled in a music class at their school. 

 

DESCRIPTION OF CREATIVE WORK: 

• Compositions should be composed by individual students. 
 

• May be an original arrangement of public domain works. 
 

• Duration must not exceed five (5) minutes. 
 

• May be written for a solo, small, or large ensemble. 
 

• Presentation may be for an electronic, instrumental, or vocal medium. 

 

 

Contact Mrs. Tierney or Mr. Stojak for further 

information about the composition project. 
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Thank you for scanning receipts for Box Tops! 
 

 

 
 

 
 


